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Call for lay reviewers for NIHR Research for Patient Benefit Programme Competition 12
We would like to invite you to become an active partner in the healthcare research environment in England, as a lay reviewer for applications for NHS research funding.  We need the assistance of the lay community to gain the patient and public perspective on these research applications in the areas relating to research and service provision in Healthcare associated infection and related areas of service delivery and planning.
Who can apply?

You may be either:

· A member of the Healthcare Volunteer community for CLAPA;

· An interested lay person with relevant personal experience of the areas involved in the applications;

· Someone who has looked at research funding proposals in healthcare made to your patient organisation;

· You may have been involved in similar patient and public participation activities with your local health authority. 

What is Research for Patient Benefit programme and what is its role?

Research for Patient Benefit (RfPB) programme is for regionally commissioned health services and public health research, with budgets in proportion to the regional population..   The task is to help the Central Commissioning Facility of the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR CCF) and its panels and committees of experts in health care, patient and public involvement, social care, health economics and medical science to advise on a short list for funding approval. This means helping us in the application review process by reading the application, and answering some questions in the review form using your own personal experience and expertise from a patient and public perspective. You can take part in this process of lay review immediately with a requirement to return the completed review to us by 31st August. .
Do I get guidance and support?

The NIHR CCF will provide all the guidance needed about the task and give support to the lay reviewers through information and telephone support.  There are also examples of good practice for lay peer review for those new to the task. When talking about 'the public', we are using INVOLVE’s own definition.  Reimbursement for time and effort is available and a timetable for the competitions for funding for all the programmes is available to view on the NIHR CCF website. www.nihr-ccf.org.uk. 
For more information, please contact
Liz Scott, Assistant Programme Manager, Public and Patient Involvement, NIHR CCF
Liz.scott@nihr-ccf.org.uk  Tel: 0208 843 8041
